
e have been busy since
this organization was
formed last fall and we
want to take this
opportunity to inform our

members of all the recent news. We are
pleased to announce that we received our
official non-profit status in October. Special
thanks to Shannon, a member who is also a
lawyer. Her help with filing the proper
paperwork was really appreciated.

Also in the month of October, we attended
our first pet show at the Pet Expo in Toronto.
Preparing for this three-day show was a huge
undertaking. We appreciate everyone's 
help. We met many new people and distributed
a lot of information regarding 
the proper diet, health and
general care of domestic
rabbits. Many people
who visited our booth
became new members
and we look forward
to getting to know
them and their rabbits
better in the future.

We sold many
fundraising items at this
show as well, and appreciate all
the members who donated their time
and money to produce these items for this show.
Over $900.00 was raised at the Pet Expo through
sales of gift baskets, toys, food, etc. With this
money, we were able to pay the debts incurred
from our start up costs, with some left over. 

We were very surprised by the success of
our first show. Most importantly, by being at
the Pet Expo, we were able to find homes for
five rabbits. The Scarborough/North York
SPCA located at 1244 Lawrence Ave., E.,
Unit #4, North York, was kind enough to
allow us to showcase their rabbits. All of the
rabbits made a big impression on the public
and found loving homes. 

Simon arrived on Friday and charmed
the crowds by pushing his 

little nose through the bars of his cage. People
were falling over themselves to pet him. Even
after he was adopted, people were returning to
see if he was still there. Floppy, a little lop-eared
cutie with teeth problems, was at the show less
than an hour before finding the right people 
to take her home. She was adopted by
new members Rona and Robin
and is now known as
Cinnamon Bunns. She's had
a full check up and is doing
great in her new home. We
are happy she found a
family willing to give her the
extra attention she needs.

On Saturday, Andrea and
Nancy, from the shelter, brought us a

brother and sister duo, Jeffy and
Annette. They were large, white

New Zealand rabbits that had
been born at the shelter in
March. Both were full of
personality, and Krista, who
volunteered at the show,
spent most of her time

brushing and trancing them.
Jeffy now resides with members

Sudarshan and Amidou along
with their two other rabbits, Priya and

Shakti. Krista finally couldn't resist Annette
(now renamed Miss Yvonne), so she took her
home to live with Theo and Bossy.

With the success of all the shelter bunnies
finding homes, one of our members 
decided to show her foster bunny in hopes 
of finding her a permanent home. Sure
enough, another kind-hearted person was
found. Melissa, a new member, spent a
few hours getting to know Abbey and
decided she would be a great addition
to the family. We wish all our new
members and their new bunnies good
health and happiness. 

We would also like to thank the 
following businesses for donating products for
us to sell or use in raffles: Sushi's Rainbow, 

Kaytee, Yesterdays New, Elmiria Feed and
Supply and, Busy Bunny. 

Since we had such a good time and the Pet
Expo was a success, we will be having a booth
at the All About Pets Show, March 9-11, at the
International Centre in Toronto. We would love

to see more members there. If you can
spare a few hours that weekend to

volunteer at the booth, or donate
craft items, it would be greatly
appreciated. Let us know - we
hope to see you there. 

We are continuing to sell
copies of Rabbit Health 101.

It's full of information on a wide
variety of health topics. It explains in

layman's terms possible symptoms and
treatments as well as the side effects of various
drugs. It's a great book to share with your vet
as well. This book is selling for $15.00 +
$2.00 shipping. 

Our 2001 calendar is available for $10.00
including shipping. It's a colour calendar that
showcases many members' rabbits. Thanks
again to all the members who supplied their
photos. Hopefully, this year more members will
send us photos, and their rabbits can be
included as well. Our informational handouts
are also available by request. Perhaps you or
someone you know could benefit from
information on subjects that include diet, health,
grooming, behaviour, housing, or finding a vet.
If you are interested in obtaining any of these
items, please contact us. 

The
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What is a Binky? The happiest rabbit expression is commonly called a “binky.” 
When a rabbit binkies, it jumps into the air and twists its head and body in opposite directions        

(sometimes twice) before falling back to the ground. This can be done while standing in one place, 
or while running, and is sometimes called the “happy bunny dance.” A rabbit can even turn 180˚ in 

midair. All this is a rabbit's way of telling you that it is happy and overall pleased with you and its life. 
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eet Heccubus. Heccubus
is a 9 year old French
Lop who enjoys lounging
around near his pal
Moccasin, chewing on

apple branches and remodeling
cardboard boxes by adding new
windows and doors. Although he moves
slower than he did when he was a young,
spry rabbit, the sound of the treat jar still
brings him running, and the allure of an
open door to a forbidden room is still just
too much to resist. If Heccubus sounds like
a pretty normal rabbit, well, he is. Except
that Heccubus is a hind leg amputee.  

A Vet’s Perspective on Amputation 
Heccubus appeared to be a perfectly

healthy rabbit. In fact, there wasn't any
indication of an illness, until the night he
fell down the steps while returning to his
quarters.This fall was quite surprising,
since Heccubus was quite adept at scaling
steps. After the fall, his left rear foot
immediately began to swell. His owners
suspected that the leg or foot was broken,
so they took him to the emergency clinic.
The vet at the emergency clinic palpated
several lumps in his hock, and took 
some radiographs. The results worried
both the vet and the owners enough to
warrant transferring him in the morning to
his regular vet for a needed second
opinion. Any limp or swelling could be as
simple as a soft tissue injury, just like a

strain or a sprain, but the
radiographs left several
possible diagnoses.

The radiographs were of
excellent quality, and showed
several round ‘holes’ in the
bones of Heccubus’ left hock.  Not
good news. Whether from an infection
causing abscesses, or even a tumour, the
damage to the hock was quite severe.

Abscess or Tumour?
We are all familiar with the frustrating

regularity of bunny abscesses. And
although Heccubus had already
undergone one successful abscess surgery
using antibiotic impregnated beads, a
surgery of this nature would prove to be a
challenge. Antibiotic impregnated bead
implants could never shrink masses of this
size without surgical removal, or at least
surgical drainage. To attempt to surgically
remove the masses would not leave
enough healthy bone to support Heccubus'
weight, and the leg would surely fracture
on recovery. In addition, if the masses
proved to be cancerous, there was no
guarantee that the cancer would not re-
grow or spread further up his leg.   

There was no history of a penetrating
wound, or even pododermatitis (a common
skin infection emanating from the surface of
the feet,  which can penetrate deep into soft
tissue and even into the bones, resulting in
considerable swelling, and abscessation)
from cage flooring.  Heccubus' owners
mentioned that he had become more

irritable during the previous few
weeks, but aside from this slight

personality change, there was no
indication that Heccubus had a
problem until he fell down the
steps. It was obvious from the
radiographs that the fall did
not cause the problem with his
leg, but rather, that the fall was
caused by a leg that was

already very weak.

Could a tumour or an abscess appear that
quickly? Certainly this was a dilemma. A
biopsy would be the diagnostic method of
choice, but given the possible answers, the
outcome of either answer was far more
troublesome. No matter what the diagnosis,
the question was really whether or not
Heccubus’ leg could be saved, and whether
or not an infection or cancer would
eventually kill him regardless. After an
extensive ‘what if’ discussion, it was agreed
that the best strategy would be to amputate
his leg at the hock. Not an easy decision,
given his age, anesthetic risk, and the
uncertainty as to how he would do after the
surgery. But what were the options? Putting
him down was not an option at this time, so
we scheduled surgery. 

The Surgery
With a qualified team, the surgery went

as smooth as could be expected.
Heccubus, at 8 years of age, handled the
premed and isoflurane ‘by the book’, and
underwent 90 minutes of anesthesia
without  complications.  It was decided to
amputate just above the hock, to spare as
much useful leg as possible, yet remove
the possibility that any disease process
could be left behind. As it turned out, the
masses in his leg were, indeed, cancer.
They had eaten away enough bone that
the hock was near its breaking point.  

Because the masses had not entered
the joint of the hock, nor crossed the joint
into the tibia bone, we were left with the
option to remove the foot up to the hock.
However, to leave the leg intact down to
the hock would not leave enough tissue
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behind to either close over the stump, or
allow enough padding over the bone for
comfort and stability.  It was decided that
the healthy tibia bone would have to be
cut far enough up the leg so that the larger
calf muscles could be closed over the
remaining stump. Unfortunately, this meant
a slightly longer surgery, and a slightly
shorter leg.

Bunnies Will be Bunnies: Post-operative
Recovery and Expectations

Heccubus recovered well from the
amputation, and was found eating 
his hay the same afternoon. We continued
using a strong antibiotic, Enrofloxacin.
commonly known as Baytril, and provided
Ketoprofen, anti-inflammatory analgesic
for comfort, for several days post-
operatively.  A surgery can be both a
stressful and painful ordeal for a rabbit, so
encouraging the rabbit patient to eat
immediately after surgery is a priority.

Although Heccubus took everything in
stride and never fussed about any of the
recheck appointments, he ultimately did
develop a complication about one week
after the original surgery. An area of skin
over the stump became hard and dry...
surely dying skin. Was it a pressure
wound? Lack of blood flow? An infection
within?  Gentle exploration revealed that
the skin was, in fact, dead over the bone
end.  It would be no time before the cut
end of the tibia would protrude through
the skin. So after a second surgery, a
shorter stump, and a fresh new incision to
heal, Heccubus headed home once
again. A culture and sensitivity was
performed to assess antibiotic choice, but
no bacteria grew. 

Time, The Best Healer
Time, dedication, and 6 weeks of recheck

appointments lead to a convincingly healed
wound. But, then, another complication
developed. A tiny hole at the end of the
healed incision revealed a strand of buried
suture material. We performed a culture and
sensitivity on the open sore, and determined
that Heccubus was harboring a resistant
bacterial infection. This was surely a new
infection, as previous cultures had not grown
anything. Luckily, there was a safe antibiotic,
Trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole (Novo-trimel),
available that could kill this tough bug. 

While waiting for the new antibiotic 
to work, the hole opened enough to 
worry us about  the risk of more bacterial
contamination. Because bandaging the
stump to protect from oral or fecal
contamination was proving near impossible,
topical antibiotic therapy, a combination of
chlorhexidine and mupiricin ointment,
(Hibitane and Bactroban), was started in
addition to the oral antibiotic. A third
(minor) surgery sent Heccubus home with 
a brand new incision.  And finally, with the
help of his new antibiotic and dedicated
owners... success. Heccubus is still hopping
around, never worse for wear almost 
a year later. 

An Owner’s Perspective.  At Home: 
Post-operative Care for an Amputee

Post-operative care at home for Heccubus
proved to be quite a challenge. Because of
the obsession he developed for chewing his
sutures, Heccubus had to wear an e-collar,
as well as a bandage, for most of the 6
weeks. The bandage, of course, was
essential for keeping the wound clean. The
e-collar was necessary to prevent Heccubus
from removing the bandage and chewing
the sutures. We had hoped to avoid the
stress of an e-collar and only use a bandage.
However, no matter how well we bandaged
the leg, Hec always seemed to be able to
remove the bandage and chew the sutures.

Adjusting to the e-collar was difficult 
for Heccubus. So, each night we
removed the e-collar so that he could
groom himself while we closely
supervised. Rabbits are fastidious
groomers, and not being able to properly
groom himself really bothered Heccubus.  

While Heccubus had no problems eating
or drinking while wearing the e-collar, he did
have a problem getting to his cecals. We
had to clean Hec’s e-collar each day, as well
as bathe parts of him that became soiled
with dried, uneaten cecals. 

After an amputation, it is important to
keep the rabbit confined until the leg has
healed. While the leg is healing, it is also
important to provide a soft surface for the
rabbit to sit on. Some owners use fake
sheepskin for this purpose; I used old
towels (which Heccubus completely
destroyed in frustration from being caged).
Heccubus is usually a free-roaming rabbit,
but during his convalescence he was
confined to a dog crate. The crate had a
metal tray at the bottom, so in addition to
providing him with a soft, comfortable
surface to sit on, the towels also gave him
the traction he needed to stand up, sit at his
food bowl and get to the litterbox.

Getting around
From an owner’s perspective, one of the

most emotional parts of having your pet’s leg
amputated is watching the rabbit learn to
hop again. The first day that Heccubus was
allowed out of his cage after the surgery, he
immediately tried to run.  It seemed that he
didn’t even know that he was missing the
leg. It was truly painful watching him lose his
balance and fall over as he tried to hop. To
help Hec learn to hop again, we put him in
a mostly empty, very small, carpeted room
so that he could "practice". It didn’t take long
before he realized that if he hopped slower,
rather than trying to run everywhere, it was
easier to get around. 

Continued next page



Amputees learn to get around just like
any other rabbit. However, slippery surfaces
do present more of a challenge for amputees
than to rabbits with all four legs. If your house
has tile, linoleum or hardwood, several well-
placed area rugs will help the rabbit get
around. Heccubus tends to hop from rug
‘island’ to rug 'island', but is able to get
around even on tiled or slipperier surfaces.
Heccubus can also jump on/off of the sofa
and climb steps, if they not too steep. 

While maintaining a healthy weight is
important for any rabbit, keeping an
amputee fit and trim is especially
important.  Carrying extra weight makes
the task of getting around more difficult for
those on three legs.

Grooming Assistance
Heccubus seems to be able to meet all his

own grooming needs, except for keeping the
ear on the same side as the missing the leg
clean. Whether or not your rabbit is an
amputee, you should check, and clean if
necessary, your rabbit’s ears once a week. A
commercial ear cleaner, such as Epi-otic,
which you can purchase from your vet, can
be used to help keep your rabbit’s ears clean.

Heccubus has learned to wash his face
and ears by using his 'stump' for balance.
Other amputees learn to groom their faces
while lying on their side and washing one side
of their face at a time. Heccubus has also
learned to use the corner of his litterbox to prop
himself up to meet his other grooming needs. 

A New Lease on Life
Rabbits adjust well to being amputees.

As humans, we tend to personify our
rabbits' emotions and, in these cases,
mourn their lost limbs. Heccubus doesn’t
even seem to realize that he is missing his
leg. The road to recovery for Heccubus
was a long one, but it was well worth it.
The amputation saved his life.  

Markus Luckwaldt, DVM
Amherst Veterinary Hospital

Pam Rothwell
Owner of Heccubus

Why have you changed?
hakti is an extremely friendly and
affectionate rabbit. Her appearance
and demeanor speak only of a
soft, gentle and receptive nature.
She dances towards me whenever

I enter the room, follows me everywhere,
insists upon snuggling with me in bed, and
stretches out alongside me whenever I am
sitting or lying on the floor. Not only does she
respond to me, but she is also friendly with
any human she meets. There is absolutely
nothing nasty or aggressive about Shakti, but
this wasn’t always the case.

Shakti arrived at the Toronto Humane
Society shelter in April 1999 and stayed
there until my husband and I adopted her in
August. The kind person who had found her
roaming the streets had left her at the shelter.
Shakti was a calm, well-behaved rabbit, and
was very well liked by the volunteers who
took care of her at the Toronto Humane
Society. Understandably, Shakti was
nervous when we first brought her home,
and it took a while for her to adjust to her
new situation. We didn’t think it was unusual
that she didn’t like to be picked up at first,
since some rabbits don’t enjoy being
handled until they’ve learned to trust.
However, she really loved being petted, so
we showered her with attention and praise,
and she quickly became more and more
confident and lively.

Shakti began to explore her
environment, but she also seemed to be
testing us to see what she could and
couldn’t get away with, possibly trying to
assume a dominant role in our household.
Whenever she made a move to chew
furniture or pull up carpet, we attempted to
curb these activities by employing a
technique that we’d used successfully while
training our other bunnies: a stern "No!"
accompanied by a squirt from a water
bottle. This had always worked well in the
past - our bunnies would learn to associate
the "No!" with an unpleasant stream of
water, and very soon the command "No!"
was enough in itself. However, it didn’t
work well with Shakti. In fact, her
mischievous and destructive behaviour only
accelerated, and she began to devote
herself thoroughly to pulling up and
ingesting bits of carpet, chewing on
furniture, and creating unattractive "cooling
vents" in bedspreads, drapes and clothing.
Worse yet, within days, Shakti began to
display very aggressive tendencies. She
would lunge, growl and bite for apparently
no reason. We felt intimidated, confused
and frustrated by her behaviour. In our
eyes, nothing seemed to precipitate
Shakti’s "attacks". We had ruled out
hormones: Shakti had been spayed in April
at the shelter. She wasn’t physically ill: as 

soon as Shakti became aggressive, we
took her in for a complete check up.

We continued saying "No!" and
spraying her, not only when she was being
naughty, but also when she was behaving
aggressively. However, the attacks only
became worse and more frequent.
Fortunately, we finally decided to look at it
from Shakti’s perspective. We began to
evaluate every aggressive incident carefully
and, rather than focussing on Shakti’s
actions, we scrutinized our own behaviour.
We wondered, "Were we doing something
that was bringing on Shakti’s attacks?"

We stopped using the water bottle and
continued using voice commands, but there
was no improvement. After careful
consideration, we realized that although
Shakti’s aggressive behaviour began
around the time we started to train her with
the water bottle, she did seem to respond
aggressively mainly to loud sounds and
raised voices. Had people yelled at her
and hurt her in the past? Had she spent a
lot of time on the streets, experiencing loud
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Certain words may not be common knowledge to all rabbit owners, so we will try to explain their definitions in our Learn the Lingo section:

Cecals: Cecotropes (night feces or cecals) are produced by the cecum (the fermenting vat), which expels large food particles while
retaining small particles of cellulose, sugar, starch and protein. When excreted, these particles resemble a clusters of grapes, are soft
and have an odour. Vitamin B/protein rich cecals are excreted and then re-ingested by the rabbit as they exit the anus. Cecals are
encased in a clear mucous membrane that protects them as they ferment in the stomach after re-ingestion. After several hours in the
stomach, they pass into the small intestine, where all of their nutrients are absorbed. By contrast, the fecals that your rabbit produces are
hard and round. Most of the time, you will not see your rabbit's cecals because they are re-ingested directly from the anus. Owners will
sometimes mistake excess, squashed cecals for diarrhea. A diet that is too high in protein can cause some rabbits to overproduce cecals.
Switching to a low protein food pellet or limiting the pellets while increasing their hay and vegetable intake can alleviate this problem.

Learn the Lingo

noises or people yelling and possibly trying to
capture her?  We knew that aggressive rabbits
are never born mean, so we were certain that
Shakti must have been simply reacting to
something. We didn’t understand why, but a
loud voice was an aggression trigger for Shakti;
we couldn’t change this about Shakti, but we
could make definite, consistent changes in our
own behaviour.  

We tried the water bottle technique again.
However, this time, whenever Shakti did
something destructive or aggressive, we
would softly - rather than sternly
- say "No" when we
sprayed her.  In nature,
a rabbit will exert
dominant behaviour
by lying across the
shoulder area of
another rabbit.
Therefore, whenever
Shakti began to
lunge, we would mimic
dominant rabbit behaviour
by placing a hand firmly on her
shoulders.  At such times, we would speak
softly to her and behave confidently.  Since
rabbits pick up on their owners’ emotions, we
didn’t want to display any fear or anger.
Using these techniques, we stopped Shakti’s
aggressive behaviour before it even occurred,
never allowing her actions to go beyond the
lunging stage. 

Amazingly, this was enough: we noticed
changes in her behaviour within several hours.
Within five days, Shakti’s aggression stopped
completely and has never appeared again.
The change was phenomenal! She is a well-

behaved, docile bunny who loves being held,
petted and snuggled. And, now Shakti trusts us
enough that when there is the occasional need
for a stern "No!", it can issued without
negative results. 

There are a number of reasons why a rabbit
may show aggressive tendencies. When
dealing with such behaviours, it’s important to
consider several things:  
1. Hormones. Unspayed and un-neutered
rabbits will sometimes begin displaying
aggressive and territorial behaviours when they

reach sexual maturity at approximately
3 - 8 months of age. Have your

rabbit spayed or neutered by
a vet who is qualified in
treating rabbits.
2. Physical discomfort.
Sometimes hostile
behaviour can be caused
by physical discomfort.

Assess your rabbit’s living
situation carefully.  Is his

litterbox clean?  Is his living space
large enough?  Is he too hot?  Too cold?

Make the necessary adjustments to ensure that
your rabbit always feels comfortable and safe.
3. Illness and pain. A sick rabbit may
become angry and aggressive. It’s best to take
your rabbit in for a check up as soon as he
exhibits any change in behaviour.
4. Changes in environment.
Have you brought another rabbit
into your home?  Have you
bought new furniture? Have
you had five houseguests
staying with you for a week?
Even if you don’t routinely cage

your rabbit, it’s a good idea to provide at least
one quiet area with some sort of shelter (e.g.,
cage, dog crate, large box) that the rabbit can
retreat to when he feels insecure or simply
wants to rest. If you have brought another
rabbit into the home it’s best to keep them in
separate rooms at first and slowly allow them
to adjust to each other’s presence.
5. Other external factors. Your rabbit
could be responding negatively to smells, loud
noises, or your own behaviour.  Watch your
rabbit closely to determine the source of your
rabbit’s aggression, remove or adjust the
negative stimuli,  and gently stop your rabbit’s
aggressive behaviour before it even happens. 

It takes time to gain a rabbit’s trust,
especially if that rabbit has had a difficult or
traumatic past.  However, rabbits are
intelligent and inquisitive creatures, constantly
evaluating and re-evaluating their
environment.  Therefore, if we offer an
aggressive rabbit something good to evaluate,
and provide consistent positive reinforcement
as well as a bit of patience and time, chances
are that this rabbit’s behaviour will quickly
transform into something more delightful. 

And, I speak from experience:  Shakti is truly
one delightful bunny!

Sudarshan Deshmukh


